[Diagnosis of Helicobacter pylori infection from dental plaque].
The key role of Helicobacter pylori (Hp) in gastric inflammations is discussed extensively in the literature. In the present study in 140 school-children aged 12 years, Hp was traced in dental plaque by use of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Oral Hp was detected in the case of 11 children, where subsequent UBT did not confirm gastric Hp infection, however during family research in 8 of the 11 families at least one of the parents was found Hp positive. It was concluded that the non-invasive dental plaque PCR may play a significant role in the early indication of Hp infection.